
 

 
Instructor: John D. Rall 

Office: 590 J 
Office Hours: M/W 11:00 AM – 12:00  

Email: John.rall@gcccd.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Required Texts: 
Readings for this class will be found in:  A World of Ideas: Essential Readings for College 
Writers 8th. Edited by Lee A Jacobus ISBN: 
0312385331 

 
Supplemental Material 
Handouts, readings, etc. will be found at 
www.professorrall.wordpress.com you will prompted 
to access them when I have them available. 
 

Other Required Materials: 
Notebook for writing exercises and journal writing 
Access to a computer with internet capabilities and 
a printer (available at the Computer Lab)  
Dictionary –Oxford English with etymological entries 
or use www.etymonline.com when possible. 
 
Catalog Description 
English 110 is designed to prepare students for entry 
into English 120.  Students will practice the writing 
process by composing essays with an emphasis on 
effective expression through the study of appropriate 
skills.  Students will read critically, analyze, and evaluate 
expository, argumentative, and imaginative writing. By 
the end of the course, students will be able to write a 

 
ENGLISH 110: College Composition  

CRN# 7160  Spring Semester 2013 
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Class Location: Bldg- Rm. 51- 584 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Reading Outcomes 

Students will: 

• Read critically, identifying the theses/claims and 

key supporting details in a variety of works, 

emphasizing non-fiction texts. 

Writing Outcomes 

Students will: 

• Understand and use the writing process to 

develop clear, coherent essays controlled by 

thesis statements, supported with adequate 

details, and completed with appropriate 

conclusions. 

• Conduct research in response to a question, 

problem, or issue and be able to synthesize 

information, draw conclusions, and incorporate 

evidence into assignments, documenting such 

evidence according to current MLA standards 

(with a Works Cited page and in-text 

parenthetical citations). 

 
 
 



position paper by using and acknowledging multiple sources. 
 
Course Objectives 
The student will: 

a. Use the various phases of the writing process (invention, writing, evaluation, revision, and editing). 
b. Produce organized, coherent, and well-developed essays with effective introductions, clear thesis 

statements, sufficient support, smooth transitions, and appropriate endings. 
c. Recognize and use in essays various rhetorical strategies (such as description, narration, process, 

definition, comparison-contrast, classification and division, cause and effect, and argument) to 
accomplish specific purposes with given audiences. 

d. Apply strategies for producing in-class timed assignments. 
e. Recognize and avoid cliché, jargon, colloquialisms, and sexist or obscene language; understand 

and demonstrate appropriate uses of first, second and third person point of view. 
f. Incorporate a variety of sentence patterns into writing and demonstrate appropriate use of 

coordination, subordination, and parallelism. 
g. Compose a position paper citing multiple sources using MLA format. 
 

Course Requirements: 
-2 Leadership Roles: individual and group methods to create 
 discussion with emphasis on passage interpretations. 
-Essay A: a 3-4 page “Close Reading” essay. Analysis and 
 Application of Lou Tzu   
-Essay B: a 4-6 page short research essay ”Principles and 
 Economics”  
-Essay C: a 7-8 page research essay “Citizen Responsibility” 
-Peer Critique: a 1 page response to a peer’s essay. 
-Journal: 1 page free write on the topic of the assigned 
readings,  vocabulary, grammar, and essay elements 
assignments. 
-Attendance/ Participation in class 
discussions, group work and  peer review.  
Keep in mind that attendance is a reflection of 
this; you cannot participate if you are  not 
in the class.  
 
Policies: 
  No late papers will be accepted except by prior arrangement with me. 

The grade in this course will be based on a plus/minus scale 

A+   A    A-        B+        B        B-        C+        C        D        F 

PLEASE NOTE – you cannot be assigned a C-, D+, or D- 

A+=4.00, A=4.00, A-=3.67, B+=3.33, B=3.00, B-=2.67, 

C+=2.33, C=2.00, D=1.0, F=0.00 

 

Grade Breakdown 
-2 Leadership roles------30% 
-Essay A -----------------10% 
-Essay B------------------15% 
-Essay C------------------20% 
-Peer Critique------------10% 
-Journal-------------------10% 

-Attendance 
/Participation------------ 5% 
Total----------------------100 



There are no make-ups allowed for in-class assignments. 
All assignments and papers must be turned in as hardcopies with accompanying rough drafts 
  Attendance and Participation: A student shall be dropped if no longer participating in the course, 
except if there are extenuating circumstances.  ‘No longer participating’ includes, but is not limited to, 
excessive unexcused absences.  ‘Extenuating circumstances’ are verified cases of accidents, illness, 
other circumstances beyond the control of the student. (58004)  If a student misses more than six (6) 
hours of class time, they will be considered ineligible to pass the course. It is the student’s 
responsibility to drop classes in which he/she is no longer attending.  
  A student, through a combination of substandard grades (D or F) and withdrawals on their student 
record, may only take a class three times. 
Academic Integrity, Cheating and plagiarism (using as one’s own ideas writings, materials, or images 
of someone else without acknowledgement or permission) can result in any one of a variety of sanctions. 
Such penalties may range from an adjusted grade on the particular exam, paper, project, or assignment 
(all of which may lead to a failing grade in the course) to, under certain conditions, suspension or 
expulsion from a class, program or the college.  For further clarification and information on these issues, 
please consult with your instructor or contact the office of the Associate Dean of Student Affairs.  

 It is very important to be respectful towards your fellow classmates and myself.  Being rude in the 
classroom, for any reason, but particularly for reasons of gender, race, religion, and sexual preference, is 
unacceptable to me.  In addition, it is expected that you pay respectful and appropriate attention when 
others in the class are speaking.  If you behave rudely, please expect me to bring it forcefully and 
promptly to your attention. 
Cell phones are a distraction to learning. If I find you distracted by a cell phone, I will ask you to leave 
the class! 
 If you are registered with Disabled Student Services and require special arrangements to be made to 
accommodate your learning needs, I am delighted to work with you.  Please come speak with me. 
 
 
 

English 110 Tentative Course Calendar                                                                                                                           
Spring 2013 Mesa M/W  

 

  Monday   Wednesday 
  1/29  1/31 



Week 
1 

Introductions  : Class policies and 
Procedures /  
Why English 101?  
DATA SHEET                                                                       
Attendance: adds, drops, wait lists  
 
 Read and Journal: “The Argument 
for a Tuition Free Harvard Education” 
http://mybiasedcoin.blogspot.com/2007/0
9/argument-for-tuition-free-harvard.html 
 

  

Attendance: adds, drops, wait lists 
Data Sheet  
Discussion: The Price of College 
 
Data Sheet  
Discussion: The Price of College 
 
Read and Journal:  “The Unknown 
Citizen” W.H Auden 
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/
15549  
& “Let America Be America Again” –Langston 
Hughes 
http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/
15609 

  2/4  2/6 

Week 
2 

Discussion: Socrates / Plato  
The Socratic Method, Academia 
Academic Writing 
Read and Journal: 
 “Clauses,” 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/gramm
ar/clauses.htm 
Read and Journal:   
“Sentence Combining, Transition and 
Coherence” 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/gramm
ar/combining_skills.htm 

  

Descriptive reading, the “How” (in-class) 
 
Read and Journal: Loa Tzu “Thoughts 
from the Tao-te-Ching” 
 
 
 

  2/11  2/13 

Week 
3 

Leadership Roles 
Discussion: Governments  
Sentence Structure 
Read and Journal: 
“Use of Commas” 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/gramm
ar/commas.htm 

  

“Critical Lenses”-reading with multiple vision 
Ethos, Pathos, and Logos   
Discussion: Commas 
Read and Journal: Frederick Douglas 
 

  2/18  2/20 



Week 
4 

No Class – Presidents Day! 
  

  

Leadership Roles 
Essay A Topic  
Read and Journal:  
-“7 Rules of College Writing” 
http://info.wlac.edu/Default.aspx?DN=9fb3ca
0d-3def-42a5-a757-e26813ad22bb 

  2/25  2/27 

Week 
5 

Lecture: Common standards of 
academic writing  
Paragraph strategies and 
Thesis exercises-Writer’s workshop 

  

Rough Draft Essay A Due!!!!!  
MINI DESCRIPTIVE  PEER REVIEW 
Paragraph Exercise 
Read and Journal: Andrew Carnegie 
“The Gospel of Wealth” 
 

 3/4  3/6 

Week 
6 

Leadership Roles 
Discussion: Poverty and people   

Due: Essay A 
Read and Journal: John Kenneth 
Galbraith “The Position of Poverty” 

  3/11  3/13 

Week 
7 

Leadership Roles 
 
Library Research 
 Discussion 
 Final Research Paper Topic –(WP) 

  

In-class writing--Writers’ circles --service 
learning project!)   
 Read and Journal: Karl Becker “Ideal 
Democracy” 

  3/18  3/20 

Week 
8 

Essay B Topic 
 
 
Discussions: Rhetorical and Literary 
Devices--Traditions and Critical Thinking 
 

  

 
Writing groups. 
 
Read and Journal: MLK jr. “Letter 
From Birmingham Jail”” 



  3/25  3/27 

 

 
Spring Break! 

  
Spring Break! 

 4/1  4/3 

Week 
9 

Leadership Roles 
Discussion:  
 

  

Writer’s Workshop 
Debate 2  
--Writers Workshop Descriptive Review  
 

  4/8  4/10 

Week 
10 

 
Leadership Roles 
MLA and Sourcing 
 

  
Essay B Rough Draft Due 
Read and Journal: Erich Fromm “The 
individual in the Chains of Illusion” 

  4/15  4/17 

Week 
11 

Leadership Roles 
The Capabilities Approach 
Group work! 

 
 

 

Discussion: Nussbaum- Applications 
“Capabilities” 
Essay B Due 
Read and Journal: Peter Singers The 
Ethics of Eating Meat” 

 

 4/22  4/24 

Week 
12 

Leadership Roles 
 

  

Read and Journal: (Handout) Nestle 
Marion. Today’s “Eat More” Environment: 
the Role of the Food Industry 
 

  4/29  5/1 



Week 
13 

Leadership Roles 
Discussions: Food in America 
 
 

  

Discussion: John Rawls  
Read and Journal: (handout) Martha C. 
Nussbaum “The Central Human Functional 
Capabilities” 

  5/6  5/8 

Week 
14 

Leadership Roles 
Preparations and reviews for research 
essay! 

 

Read and Journal: Article on Video 
game addiction (handout) 
Read and Journal: Article on Media 
Influence 
 

  5/13  5/15 

Week 
15 

Leadership Roles  
*Writers Workshop!                                                                                 
Taking it in! Reassessment of where we 
are.  
 
 

  

*Writers Workshop!  
Final Research Rough Draft 
MLA and handbook methods. 
Check the sources.  

  5/20  5/22 

Week 
16 

Research Essay Workshop   
DUE Research Essay and Final 
Reflection 
Writer’s Workshop  

    

    
    
    

 


