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If the assignment has the word “Journal” in it, it’s part of your Reading and 
Writing Journal 

At the top of each piece of Journal writing include:  

1. Your name and the date due  

2. A title that describes the assignment:  In-class writings should be titled "In-class 
writing" If the journal entry is about a reading, include the name of the reading in 
the title.  

“Reading Journal Entries” will be assigned for the readings we do. A Reading 
Journal Entry must include:  

1. A brief summary: This should be only as long as needed to capture what is 
most important in the reading. We will also spend some time in class 
discussing what makes a good summary.   

2. A memorable quote: A quote you choose because it stands out for you in 
some way. Maybe you think it is very strong; maybe it confuses you; you 
might think it's funny, etc. Write down the quote and the page number (if 
there is one).   

3. Your thoughts about the quote: Write a few sentences (up to a paragraph) 
explaining why you chose the quote.   

There may be other Journal writing assignments which will ask you to anwer 

Reading and Writing Journal 

You will be writing in and outside of class in order to reflect on the readings we are doing and 
on the craft of writing. All of this writing will be part of you Reading and Writing Journal. This 
journal will simply consist of hand written or typed sheets that you will keep in your binder 
and turn in to me for credit and comments as scheduled on your assignment sheets and in 
class.  



particular questions.  

Note: It is your responsibility to keep all of your journal entries in an organized 
manner. You might be asked to turn them into me more than once, and you might 
need them to do future assignments.  

 

Reading Journal Entry: Freewriting 

Summary:  

The essay “Freewriting” by Peter Elbow describes the process of 
freewriting and works to convince readers that this practice will help them become 
better writers. . Elbow describes freewriting as simply writing without stopping, 
without crossing out, worrying about spelling, or what comes out onto the page. He 
suggests that people tend to edit their thoughts and feelings too much as they write. 
By editing while they write, people become blocked and spend hours trying to get 
something right, only to give up.  

Peter Elbow admits that editing is important, but that it shouldn’t happen at the 
same time as writers produce their writing. He argues that writers are burdened with 
the opportunity to get the words, sentences, and paragraphs right as they are written. 
According to Elbow, editing as we write will make our writing “dead.” Instead by 
freewriting, writers have the opportunity to develop their “voices” and take 
advantage of all their thoughts and feelings about a topic. Memorable quote: “There 
is a lesson here for writing: trying to get the beginning just right is a formula for 
failure--and probably a secret tactic to make yourself give up writing. Make some 
words, whatever they are, and then grab hold of that line and reel in as hard as you 
can. Afterwards you can throw away lousy beginnings and make new 
ones.” Thoughts about the quote: For me, there is a lot of truth to this statement. I 
still often find myself procrastinating when there is something I need to write 
because I’m not sure how to start. No matter how much I try to get things right, I 
always seem to change my beginning, so I might as well take Peter Elbow’s advice 
and just get going through freewriting. I’ll probably get to my “good beginning” 
sooner that way, and it will probably capture my “voice” better.  


